Friendliness
exist side by side. The work of the Friendly Societies pointed the
way directly to the responsibilities of the State in the field of universal
insurance against ill-health. The experience of the Trade Unions
prepared public opinion to accept the principle of unemployment pay
and various adaptations in the administration and amounts of State
pensions.
At the time of the outbreak of war, there was no country in which
more thought and more help were being devoted to the welfare of
her own people than in Great Britain^ and whatever has been done has
been effected with the co-operation and agreement of her own people,
who are free to administer, to alter, and to improve.
It was the lot of the Englishman, for good or for ill, to be involved
in the industrial revolution from its earliest days. It swept through
many lands, but in none so small, so compact, as Great Britain, and
particularly in that part of Great Britain called England. The obvious
result was a vast increase in the total wealth of the country, accompanied
by much that was evil and that might have been avoided or mitigated
had there been previous experience of the direction in which we were
moving. But there was none, and countries which entered the in-
dustrial field at a later date had the inestimable advantage, whether
they used it or not, of an object lesson in what to avoid, and of escaping
the pitfalls into which we had stumbled, without being precipitated
into those of their own making. For a long time such endeavours
as I have been describing were directed to meeting and correcting the
obvious and day-to-day errors and disabilities which appeared, but
gradually and in recent years the horizon widened and the F.nglklimaTt
began, not for the first time in his history, to dream dreams.
9.   FRIENDLINESS
Much, very much had been done to make life more tolerable for
the masses of the people: much indeed remained to be done. But
two things had happened in the last quarter of a century: theeoormocis
increase in the power of production and the consequent lowering of
the price of countless articles of utility, and the constant and mcaeaslsjg
sapidity and facility of transport throughout the wodi Men began
to picture to themselves a co-operation between civilised nations that
would utilise these facilities in transport and the production of goods
for the benefit of the peoples of the world* and they bad